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Sec. 2-1-1

Legal Status; General Town Powers.

(a)
The Town of Madison is a body corporate and politic, with those powers granted by law. The Town shall be designated in all actions and proceedings by its name, as the Town of Madison.

(b)
The Town may:

(1)
Sue and be sued.

(2)
Acquire and hold real and personal property for public use and convey and dispose of the property.

(3)
Enter into contracts necessary for the exercise of its corporate powers.

State Law Reference:

Sec. 60.01, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-1-2

Village Powers.

The Town Meeting having, by resolution, directed the Town Board to exercise all powers relating to villages and conferred on village boards by Chapter 61, Wis. Stats., the Town shall have said powers through its Board.

State Law Reference:

Sections 60.10(2)(c), 60.22(3) and Chapter 61, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-1-3

Voter Registration.

(a)
Pursuant to the provisions of Sec. 6.27(2), Wis. Stats., the Town of Madison elects that registration shall be required for all primaries and elections in the Town of Madison.

(b)
The Town Clerk of the Town of Madison shall forthwith certify this action to the County Clerk and to the Secretary of State.

State Law Reference:

Sec. 6.27(2), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-1-4

Polling Place.

The polling place shall be the Madison Town Hall, 2120 Fish Hatchery Road, Town of Madison, and 22 Lakewood Gardens Lane.

State Law Reference:

Sec. 5.25(2), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 2-1-5

Election Poll Hours.

The voting polls in the Town of Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin, shall be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for all elections.

Sec. 2-1-6

Election Officials; Wards.

(a)
Wards. The Town Board shall establish and adjust ward lines in accordance with the requirements of state law and shall maintain a map of the Town indicating the location of ward lines.

(b)
Number and Type of Election Officials. There shall be a minimum of five (5) inspectors at the Town Hall and three (3) inspectors at twenty-two (22) Lakewood Gardens at each election held under Title II, Wis. Stats. The Town Board pursuant to Wis. Stats., § 7.30(1), shall allow for the selection of two (2) or more sets of officials to work at different times on election day and permit the Clerk or his/her designee to establish different working hours for different officials assigned to the same polling place. If more than one (1) voting machine is used at any particular polling place, additional inspectors may be appointed from the predominant party at the preceding general election.

(c)
Qualifications. Each inspector and clerk shall be a qualified elector in the ward, but election officials serving more than one (1) ward or, when necessary, to fill a vacancy under Sec. 7.30(2)(b), Wis. Stats., need not be a resident of the ward. They shall be able to read and write the English language, be capable, be of good understanding and shall not be a candidate, other than for aldermanic district or ward committeeman, to be voted for at that election. All officials shall be affiliated with one (1) of the two (2) recognized political parties which received the largest number of votes for president, or governor in nonpresidential general election years, in the ward at the last election. The party which received the largest number of votes shall be entitled to three (3) inspectors per polling place. The party receiving the next largest number of votes shall be entitled to one (1) inspector, one (1) clerk and one (1) ballot clerk for each ward.

(d)
Appointments.

(1)
The Town Chairperson shall nominate to the Board no later than its last regular meeting in December of each even-numbered year the necessary election officials 

for each election ward. If no regular meeting is scheduled, the Chairperson shall call a special meeting for that purpose no later than December 31.

(2)
The two (2) dominant parties, under Sec. 7.30(2), Wis. Stats., are each responsible for submitting a list of names from which the appointees shall be chosen. The party committees shall submit a list containing at least twice as many names as there are needed appointees from that party. The list shall be submitted by the chairman of each of the two (2) regular party committees under Sec. 8.17, Wis. Stats., to the Town Chairperson. If there is no municipal committee, the list shall be submitted by the chairman of the county or legislative district committee. Except as provided in Subsection (c), only those persons submitted by the chairman of each committee under Sec. 8.17, Wis. Stats., may act as election officials. The list shall contain the signature of the chairman and secretary of the submitting committee. Upon submission of each nominee's name, the Town Board shall approve or disapprove the nomination. If any nominees are disapproved, the Town Chairperson shall immediately nominate another person from the appropriate lists submitted and continue until the necessary number of election officials from each party is achieved at that meeting.

(3)
If the lists are not submitted by November 30 of the year in which an appointment is to be made, the Town Chairperson shall nominate as appears appropriate.

(4)
A party committee under Sec. 8.17, Wis. Stats., may submit additional names for inclusion in its list of nominations under this Section at any time. whenever there are no available names on any list, the Town Chairperson shall so notify the chairman of the appropriate party committee. However, an appointment need at no time be delayed because of the lack of availability of party nominees.

(e)
Term; Chairman. The appointed election officials shall hold office for two (2) years and until their successors are appointed and qualified. They shall serve at every election held in their ward during their term of office. At the first election following their appointment, the inspectors shall elect one (1) of their number as chairman of the inspectors. The chairman shall hold the position for the remainder of the term.

(f)
Compensation. The precise amount shall be set by resolution of the Town Board from time to time.

(g)
Town Clerk's Duties. The Town Clerk shall have charge and supervision of elections and registration in the Town. The Clerk shall be familiar with the requirements of Title II, Wis. Stats., and shall see that all necessary steps are taken to comply therewith.

Sec. 2-1-7

Official Newspaper.
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Wisconsin State Journal is the newspaper that the Town of Madison shall use if a legal notice is required to be published.

