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Disposition of Abandoned and Unclaimed

Personal Properly.

(a)
Annual Disposition. It shall be the duty of the Police Chief at least once a year to dispose of all personal property which has been abandoned or which remains unclaimed for sixty (60) days after having come into possession of the Police Department. This shall not include contraband or such property as shall be needed as evidence or for use in investigations or which has not been destroyed or otherwise disposed of pursuant to any other authority granted under the laws of the State of Wisconsin. This Section shall not apply to the disposition of abandoned motor vehicles, trailers, semi-trailers and mobile homes.

(b)
Disposition by Sale.

(1)
Notice of any proposed sale shall be given by publication at least once in the Wisconsin State Journal and by posting notice of said sale at three (3) places in the Town of Madison. The notice shall state the date, time and place of sale, or deadline for the submission of sealed bids, as the case may be, a description of the property and a statement that if the property is not claimed by the lawful owner prior to the sale, it will be sold to the highest cash bidder.

(2)
The property may be sold at public sale to be held in such place as the Police Chief may designate or by sale through sealed bids, the procedure in each case to be selected by the Police Chief or his/her designee. The property shall be sold to the highest cash bidder; provided, however, that in the event the Police Chief or his/her designee, deems the highest bid inadequate, all bids may be rejected.

(3)
Any person claiming property shall produce proof of ownership and pay a proportionate share of the cost of publishing the notice of public sale.

(4)
Property remaining unsold may be retained for another public sale, disposed of by private sale for the best price obtainable or may be disposed of as set forth in this Section.

(5)
After deducting the necessary expenses of keeping the property and conducting the sale, all receipts from the sales shall be paid to the Town treasury.

(6)
Firearms may only be disposed of pursuant to Secs. 66.28(4) and 968.20, Wis. Stats.

(c)
Disposition By Means Other Than Sale.

(1)
Upon application to and approval by the Town Board, the Police Chief may donate any such abandoned or unclaimed property to a person or organization provided the property is used for charitable or civic purposes. The Town Board 

shall prior to approving on such donation receive information pertaining to the person/organization, the purpose for which the property will be used and shall further make a determination that such donation is in the interest of the Town.

(2)
Any property that is of minimal value or of minimal use to the general public, as determined by the Police Chief, may be discarded through appropriate garbage removal.

(3)
If the personal property is not disposed of in a sale open to the public, the Police Chief shall maintain an inventory of such property; a record of the date and method of disposal, including the consideration received for the property, if any, the name and address of the person/organization taking possession of the property. Such inventory shall be kept as a public record for a period of not less than two (2) years from the date of disposal of the property.

(4)
Firearms may only be disposed of pursuant to Secs. 66.28(4) and 968.20, Wis. Stats.

