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Sec. 4-5-1

Policy Statement; Definitions.

(a)
Policy Statement. It shall be the policy of the Town of Madison to levy assessments for street improvements to abutting property owners under the Town's police powers and pursuant to this Code of Ordinances.

(b)
Definitions.

(1)
Street improvements shall mean construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation of public streets. Assessable costs may include all or part of the cost of construction, engineering, administration and financing.

(2)
Public streets shall include the following components:

a.
Pavement.

b.
Curb and gutter.

c.
Sidewalk and driveway.

d.
Terraces.

e.
Lighting.

f.
Landscaping.

g.
Medians.

h.
Storm sewers.

i.
Street trees.

j.
Items appurtenant to or part of the above. -

(3)
Street improvement project may include any or all of the above components and may include other incidental work necessary for construction, reconstruction or rehabilitation of the street.

Cross-Reference:

Title 2, Chapter 8.

Sec. 4-5-2

Street Assessments and Specifications.

(a)
Specifications. Standard residential streets constructed, reconstructed or rehabilitated under this Title, and components thereof, shall meet the following specifications and shall be constructed in accordance with the then-current edition of the “State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction” as modified on a project-specific basis by the Director of Public Works:

(1)
Pavement:

a.
Surface - Three (3) inch bituminous concrete.

b.
Base - Eight (8) inch crushed aggregate base course.

(2)
Curb and Gutter: Thirty (30) inch, Type K or L, concrete.

(3)
Sidewalks: Width - Five (5) feet; concrete thickness - five (5) inches.

(4)
Street Width: Thirty-two (32) feet, face of curb to face of curb.

(5)
Lighting: As required by the Town Engineer.

(6)
Storm Sewers: Designed in accordance with the Wisconsin DOT Facilities Manual for storm water flows calculated utilizing the Rational Method for a ten (10) year (normally) frequency of occurrence.

(7)
Landscaping: As required by the Director of Public Works.

(b)
Assessments. The costs of the standard street improvement shall be distributed between the abutting properties and the Town at large pursuant to the special assessment procedures found in Title 2, Chapter 8.

(c)
Assessment Calculation. The assessment charge for each individual parcel shall be determined by prorating the project costs assessable to parcels based upon the assessable frontage of each parcel or such other equitable means as determined by the Town Board.

(d)
Assessable Frontage. Assessable frontage shall be determined as described herein:

(1)
The assessable frontage of a mid-block parcel is equal to the actual frontage of the parcel abutting the improvement.

(2)
For determining the assessable frontage for a corner lot, the Town Board may, at its discretion, determine the assessable frontage to be the sum of the front yard frontage plus one-half (½) the side yard frontage.

(3)
Parcels that have “No Access” deed restrictions shall not be assessed for the frontage so noted. Parcels that have double frontage (front and back of lot abut streets) but do not have adequate depth to be subdivided shall be assessed on one (1) frontage only, usually on the first street to be assessed for improvements.

(4)
The assessable frontage for irregular parcels or special situations where the above criteria are not applicable or equitable shall be determined by the Town Board. When appropriate, the Town Board may issue addendums to this policy to cover irregular parcels or special situations.

(e)
Assessable Cost Determination.

(1)
The purpose of this Subsection is to provide an equitable basis for determining the portion of the project costs which are assessable to the properties which front on the street and the portions of the project costs which are assessable to the Town. The policies of this Subsection assign selected components to the properties which front on the street, other components to the Town as a whole, and the remainder to be proportioned between the Town and the properties based on the relative area of pavement. The properties' share of the pavement area includes the pavement to a maximum width of sixteen (16) feet from the face of the curb. Any additional pavement width and pavement at intersections, including corner lot setbacks, median openings in boulevards and transitions to match existing conditions are included in the Town's share of pavement areas. It is noted that, in those cases where a particular street improvement project is undertaken which does not include any intersection, the Town's share of the pavement may be zero and all the proportioned components may become the responsibility of the 

property fronting on the project.

(2)
The costs for the following components are to be paid for by both the Town and the property owner proportioned on the relative area of pavement

a.
Earthwork, clearing, grubbing, excavation cut, excavation undercut, fill, select fill, rock excavation: If relatively large amounts of earthwork are necessary, the Town may pay a larger portion of the cost.

b.
Pavements, crushed stone base course, bituminous prime coat, bituminous surface course: The pavement section assessed to abutting parcels shall not exceed the standard residential section described herein. Concrete pavement shall be assessed to property owners according to the equivalent bituminous section or the standard residential section, whichever is less.

c.
Miscellaneous items of construction: Adjusting existing manholes, adjusting utility castings to grade, etc.

d.
Landscaping: All landscaping costs included in the project, including erosion control, grading and seeding.

e.
Street trees.

f.
Administration and engineering costs: The administration and engineering costs assessable to property owners shall be assessable to property owners on a per-property basis; however, this may be modified by Town Board action on specific projects.

(f)
Storm Sewers. Storm sewers shall include all storm sewer mains, inlets, catch basins, inlet leads, manholes and appurtenances. When it is necessary to construct storm sewer pipe with a capacity greater than the capacity required for the street and the abutting parcels, the increment of cost of sewer pipe over and above the cost of a twenty-four (24) inch diameter sewer pipe shall be included in the costs assessable to the Town or in costs funded by other means. Therefore, the cost of all storm sewers twenty-four (24) inches in diameter or less and the cost of all storm sewers which is intended to serve only the street and abutting properties (regardless of size) shall be proportioned between the Town and the property owners on the basis of relative pavement area.

(g)
Miscellaneous Assessable Components. The costs for the following components are paid for by the properties fronting on the improvement pursuant to this Chapter and Title 2, Chapter 8:

(1)
Concrete Curbs and Gutters: All standard curb and gutter fronting on the parcel, except median curb and gutter.

(2)
Driveway Openings: All driveway openings.

(3)
Concrete Sidewalks: All sidewalks, including terrace sidewalks and aprons at intersections, but not including crosswalks on medians. Included as an assessable component are bars in the sidewalk to span utility ditches.

(4)
Drive way Apron (That portion of the driveway in the street right-of-way): The actual costs for each driveway apron shall be assessed to the benefited property.

(5)
Topsoil: All topsoil, including terraces and backslopes.

(6)
Seeding and Sodding: When included with the project, all necessary seeding, sodding, fertilizer and mulch, including terraces and backslopes.

(7)
Street Trees. Installed as part of an assessable street improvement project.

(h)
Costs Assessable to Town. The costs for the following components are to be assessable to the Town:

(1)
Medians: With all bituminous curb, concrete curb and gutter, bituminous or concrete sidewalk projects, trees, shrubs, topsoil and seeding or sodding on medians.

(2)
Inter-Block Sidewalks: All inter-block sidewalks when included with the project for connection to a park, greenway, school or another street.

(3)
Miscellaneous and Unique Conditions:

a.
Removal of concrete pavement, concrete curb and gutter and concrete sidewalk that do not match the proposed grades or alignment or which are of substandard construction.

b.
Grading of streets which involves an extraordinary amount of earth work.

c.
Installation of traffic control devices.

(i)
Administrative Charge. In addition to the cost of all the above components, the Town shall add a charge for financial services to the properties fronting on the improvement for the Town obtaining and administering the funds, the percentage basis for such charge to be determined by the Town Board.

Sec. 4-5-3

Applicability of Chapter.

The special assessment policies of this Chapter shall not be applicable. The installation of required improvements in subdivisions and plats shall be governed by the Town of Madison Board. The developer shall have the responsibility to improve the streets within his plat to Town standards at no additional cost to the Town. However, in those cases where the Town determines it is in the interest of the Town to install improvements by Town contract, and at such time as the Town designates, all the cost of such improvements shall be special assessed to the benefited properties.

