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Sec. 5-2-1

Introduction and General Provisions.

The intent of this Chapter is to regulate the use of the Community's wastewater facilities and to set forth equitable revenue systems so as to derive the maximum public benefit. This Chapter has been developed pursuant to Public Law 92-500 and Sec. 66.076, Wis. Stats. If there is any conflict between this Chapter and any applicable Statute, the Statute shall be controlling.

Sec 5-2-2

Definitions.

The terms defined in Article II of the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District's Sewer Use Ordinance shall have the same meaning when used in this Chapter unless the context specifically indicates otherwise. In addition, unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of the following terms used in this Chapter shall be:

(a)
Commercial User. Any user not classified as a residential user, a multi-family user, or an industrial user.

(b)
Community or Municipality. The Town of Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin.

(c)
District's Sewer Use Ordinance. The Sewer Use Ordinance of the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District adopted in September, 1984, and any amendments thereto.

(d)
Multi-Family User. Any dwelling unit containing three (3) or more family living units which discharges wastewater to a community sewer or intercepting sewer.

(e)
Residential User. Any dwelling unit containing one (1) or two (2) family living units which discharges wastewater to a community sewer or intercepting sewer.

(f)
Wastewater Unit. The average amount of wastewater that would be generated by one (1) full time employee of a commercial user.

Sec. 5-2-3

Use of Public Sewers Required.

(a)
Prohibitive Acts.
(1)
It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or private property within the Community or in any area under the jurisdiction of said Community any human or non-farm animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable waste.

(2)
It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the Community or in any area under the jurisdiction of said Community any wastewater or other polluted waters, except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this Chapter, Chapter 27 of the Dane County Sanitary Ordinance, or under the provisions of the public health laws of the State of Wisconsin.

(3)
Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of wastewater.

(b)
Connections Required. The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes, situated within the Community and abutting on any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a public sanitary sewer of the Community or the District, is hereby required at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein and to connect such facilities directly with the public sewer in accordance with this Chapter, within ninety (90) days after date of official notice to do so, provided that said public sewer is within one hundred (100) feet of the property line. Any septic tank, cesspool, or similar private wastewater disposal facility that is abandoned shall be filled with suitable material.

Sec. 5-2-4

Private Wastewater Disposal.

Where a public sanitary sewer is not available under the provisions of this Chapter, the building sewer shall be connected to a private wastewater disposal system complying with the provisions of this Chapter, Chapter 27 of the Dane County Sanitary Ordinance, and the Wisconsin Administrative Code.

(a)
Combined Sewers. No combined sewers shall be connected with the wastewater facilities of the Community.

(b)
Sanitary Sewer Connections.

(1)
Any person desiring to connect a building sewer to an intercepting sewer or community sewer shall make application to the District in accordance with Section 4.2 of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

(2)
Any person desiring to connect a building sewer to a community sewer shall make an application to the Town and pay the appropriate fee.

(c)
Supervision of Construction of Community and Building Sewers. Construction of Community sewers shall be under the direction of a licensed professional engineer. Such engineer shall keep accurate records of the location, depth, and length of sewers as built and the location of the “Y” branches or slants. All building sewers served by the Community shall be constructed and inspected as required by the Wisconsin 

Administrative Code.

Sec. 5-2-5

Connection to District and Community Intercepting Sewers.

(a)
Combined Sewers. No combined and/or district sewers shall be connected with the wastewater facilities of the Community.

(b)
Sanitary Sewer Connections.

(1)
Any person desiring to connect a building sewer to a district intercepting sewer or community sewer shall make application to the District in accordance with Section 4.2 of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

(2)
Any person desiring to connect a building sewer to a community sewer shall make an application to the Town and pay the appropriate fee.

(c)
Supervision of Construction of Community and Building Sewers. Construction of Community sewers shall be under the direction of a licensed professional engineer. Such engineer shall keep accurate records of the location, depth, and length of sewers as built and the location of the “Y” branches or slants. All building sewers served by the Community shall be constructed and inspected as required by the Wisconsin Administrative Code.

Sec. 5-2-6

Use of the Public Sewers.

(a)
Prohibited Discharges. Prohibited discharges shall be the same as those prohibited by Section 5.1 of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance. In addition, no person shall discharge wastes to a community sewer which cause, or are capable of causing, either alone or with other substances:

(1)
A condition unacceptable to any public agency having regulatory jurisdiction over the Community.

(2)
Use of a disproportionate share of the Community's wastewater facilities.

(b)
Limitations on Discharge Characteristics. The limitations on the characteristics of wastewater discharged to any public sewer in the Community shall be the same as the limits set in Section 5.2 of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

(c)
Accidental Discharge of Prohibited Wastewater. Any person who discharges into the public sewerage system wastes or wastewater prohibited under this Chapter shall immediately report such a discharge to the Community and to the Chief Engineer. Within fifteen (15) days of such discharge a detailed written statement describing the cause of the discharge and the measures taken to prevent a future occurrence shall be submitted to the Community and the Chief Engineer.

(d)
Alternatives to Acceptance of Wastewater. If any waters or wastes are discharged or are proposed to be discharged to the public sewers in excess of those limitations enumerated in Section 5-2-6(b), the Community, subject to approval of the Chief Engineer, may:

(1)
Reject the wastes;.

(2)
Require pretreatment;

(3)
Control the quantities and rates of discharge; and/or

(4)
Recover the increased costs of handling and treating such wastes.

(e)
Limitations of Discharge of Holding Tank Wastes. No person shall discharge any holding tank wastes directly into a manhole or other opening in a Community sewer. Discharge of holding tank wastes at the wastewater treatment plant shall be in accordance with Section 6.2 of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

(f)
Sand and Grease Trap Installations. Sand and grease trap installations shall be done in accordance with Section 5.6 of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

(g)
Wastewater Measurement, Sampling, and Reporting; Monitoring Facilities. Monitoring and facilities shall be constructed, operated, and inspected, and reports filed in accordance with Article VII of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance. In addition any user who so desires may install and operate monitoring facilities and report their wastewater characteristics for billing purposes in accordance with Article VII of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

(h)
Detached Territories. The incorporation or annexation of territory within the Town of Madison Sanitary District, know as the Oakridge Sanitary District, detaches that territory from the District. Service to a detached territory is limited to existing sewer services. Service to a future detached territory is limited to the existing sewer services on the date of incorporation or annexation. A new or increase in sewer service in a detached territory will only be provided upon successful detachment from the existing municipality and attachment to the Town of Madison. The Town of Madison reserves the right to further limit sewer services to detached territories by subsequent action.


State Law Reference:

Sec. 60.79.

Sec. 5-2-7

Sewer Service Charge System.

(a)
Definitions. The following terms shall have the following meaning in this Section:

(1)
Debt Service Charges. All costs associated with repayment of debts incurred for the construction and/or rehabilitation of the wastewater collection system and treatment facility.

(2)
Normal Domestic Strength Wastewater. Wastewater with concentrations of CBOD, Suspended Solids, Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen, and Total Phosphorus no greater than two hundred (200), two hundred fifty (250), forty (40) and ten (10) milligrams per liter (mg/L), respectively.

(3)
Normal User. A user whose contributions to the sewerage system consist only of normal domestic strength wastewater originating from a house, apartment, flat, or other living quarters occupied by a person or persons constituting a distinct household, business, or commercial enterprise.

(4)
Operation and Maintenance Costs. Includes all costs associated with the operation and maintenance of the sewerage system.

(5)
Replacement Costs. All costs necessary to replace equipment as required to maintain capacity and performance during the design life of the -facility. A separate, segregated, distinct replacement fund shall be established -and used only for replacement of equipment.

(b)
Policy. It shall be the policy of the Town of Madison to obtain sufficient revenues to pay 

the costs of the operation and maintenance of the sewerage system, including a replacement fund (i.e. a cash account to be used for future expenditures for obtaining or installing equipment, accessories, or appurtenances which are necessary to maintain the capacity and performance of the sewerage system during the service life for which such facilities were designed and constructed), through a system of sewer service charges as defined in this Section. The system shall ensure that each user of the sewerage system pays their proportionate share of the cost of such facilities.

(c)
Basis for Service Charge. The annual service charge shall be sufficient to pay the billing and customer related administrated expenses, the debt service expenses, and the operation and maintenance expenses, including any replacement costs, of the sewerage system.

(d)
Rates. Rates established in this Section shall be reviewed not less than biannually. Rates shall be adjusted, as required, to reflect the actual number and sizes of users and the actual costs. Users will be notified annually of the portion of the service charges attributable to operation and maintenance.

(e)
Sewer Service Charges. A sewer service charge is hereby imposed upon each lot, parcel of land, building, or premise served by the public sewer and wastewater facilities or otherwise discharging wastewater, including industrial wastes, into the public sewerage system. Such sewer service charges shall be payable as hereinafter provided, in an amount determinable as follows:

(1)
Category A service charges shall be imposed on users whose water use is metered and whose sewer discharges are normal domestic strength wastewater. The Category A sewer service charge is of the following form:

Service Charge = Customer Charge + Volume Charge

Customer Charge = A flat rate based on the size of the water meter

Volume Charge = A volume of metered water is thousands of gallons multiplied by a volume rate or 100 cubic feet

Volume Rate = The volume unit price expressed in dollars per 1,000 gallons or per 100 cubic feet

(2)
Category B service charges shall be imposed on users whose water use is not metered and whose sewage discharges are normal domestic strength wastewater. The Category B sewer service charge shall be of the form as follows:

Service Charge = Equivalent Residential Units multiplied by the Equivalent Residential Unit Rate

No user shall be assigned less than one Equivalent Residential Unit. The number of Residential Unit Equivalents for non-residential users shall be as determined by the sanitary district commissioners.

(3)
Category 3 service charges shall be imposed upon users whose sewage discharges are high strength wastewater having concentrations of carbonaceous biochemical 

oxygen demand (CBOD) greater than two hundred (200) milligrams per liter (mg/L), and/or suspended solids greater than two hundred fifty (250) milligrams per liter (mg/L) and/or total Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN) greater than forty (40) milligrams per liter (mg/b), and/or total phosphorus (TP) greater than ten (10) milligrams per liter (mg/b).

The form of the Category C service charge is as follows:

Service Charge = Customer Charge + Volume Charge + High Strength Surcharge.

The Customer Charge and the Volume Charge are similar to those components of the Category A service charge.

High Strength Surcharge equals the excessive CBOD, suspended solids, TKN, and total phosphorus multiplied by the respective CBOD, suspended solids, TKN, and total phosphorus rates. The excessive CBOD, suspended solids, TKN, and total phosphorus are the portions of each of these constituents that are in excess of normal domestic strength wastewater. The excessive amounts of CBOD, suspended solids, TKN, and total phosphorus are expressed in pounds, and their respective rates are expressed in dollars per pound.

(f)
Reassignment of Sewer Users. The Town of Madison will reassign sewer users into appropriate sewer service charge categories if wastewater sampling programs and other related information indicate a change of categories is necessary.

Sec. 5-2-8

Billing and Collection.

(a)
Service Charges Billing and Collection. Service charges shall be billed annually.

(b)
Delinquent Payments. Delinquent payments shall be collected in the manner provided by Sec. 66.076, Wis. Stats., and Sec. 66.25(3)(b), Wis. Stats.

Sec. 5-2-9

Enforcement and Abatement of the District Ordinance.

Enforcement and abatement of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance shall be in accordance with Article XIII of the District's Sewer Use Ordinance.

Sec. 5-2-10

Enforcement and Abatement of This Chapter.

(a)
Notice of Violation and Special Order of Remedy. Any person found in violation of the Chapter of the Community or of any prohibition, limitation, or requirement contained therein, will be served with a written notice stating the nature of the violation and issued a special order for the appropriate remedy thereof.

(b)
Appeal Procedure. Any person who objects to a notice of violation, a special order, or an ICR charge shall upon request made to the Town Board of the Town of Madison be 

entitled to be heard by the Town Board of the Town of Madison with respect to the objection.

(c)
Penalties. A violation of any rule, notice or order of the Town Board of the Town of Madison given under this Chapter shall be a public nuisance pursuant to Sec. 66.24(l)(d), Wis. Stats., and shall be abated and damages and costs recovered therefor in accordance with Sec. 823.02, Wis. Stats. Any person who fails to comply with a special order within the time specified shall be declared to be a person creating a public nuisance enjoinable under Sec. 823.02, Wis. Stats.

(d)
Falsifying of Information. No person shall knowingly make any false statement, representation, record, report, plan or other document filed with the Community or the District, or falsify, tamper with, or knowingly render inaccurate any monitoring device or method required under this Section or the District Sewer Use Ordinance. Any person who violates this provision shall be subject to the penalties imposed under Subsection (c) of this Section.

Sec. 5-2-11

Separability of Provisions.

If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Chapter is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by reason of any decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of any other section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase or portions thereof. The Town Board of the Town of Madison declares that it would have passed this Chapter and each section, sub-section, sentence, clause or portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one (1) or more sections, sub-sections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thereof may be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

