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Sec. 7-15-1

Purpose.

This Chapter is intended to establish minimum standards with respect to off-premise outdoor billboards. It is the intent that this Chapter be used to regulate and provide for safe structures that do not interfere or distract with any driver's operation of a motor vehicle on highways located in the Town of Madison, to provide for properly located structures which meet the uniform standards for construction and maintenance, and to provide for properly maintained structures which do not endanger the safety of local residents. In order to promote the safety of public travel on highways as defined in Sec. 340.01(22), Wis. Stats., this Section establishes regulations for continuing use of outdoor advertising of lands abutting highways maintained by the Town of Madison and therefore those highways which the Town of Madison is the maintaining authority as defined in Sec. 60.23(29), Wis. Stats., and 46 OAG 148 (157).
Sec. 7-15-2

Definitions.

The following definitions shall be applicable in this Chapter.

(a)
Off-Premise Billboards. In addition to time and temperature signs which comply with TRANS 201.15(3)(c) through (g), Wis. Adm. Code, Off-Premise Billboards shall be allowed to be changed by electronic process, provided that such message shall remain static and shall not move or appear to move. The message shall not change more than once every six seconds, and such change shall occur in less than one second.

(b)
On-Premises Signs. All signs which direct attention to a business, commodity, service, items or entertainment sold, offered or conducted on the same premises that the signs are located.

(c)
Back-to-Back Billboard. An Off-Premise Billboard consisting of two (2). sign facings oriented in opposite directions with not more than one (1) face per sign facing.

(d)
Facing or Face. That portion of an Off-Premise Billboard upon which advertising is affixed or painted and visible in one (1) direction at one (1) time.

(e)
Freestanding Billboard. An Off-Premise Billboard erected on a freestanding framework supported and affixed by one (1) or more uprights or braces in or upon the ground.

(f)
V-Type Billboard. An Off-Premise Billboard structure which consists of multiple sign facings placed at angles to each other, oriented in different directions, and not exceeding ten (10) feet apart at the nearest point to each other and twenty (20) feet apart at the farthest point to each as measured from face to face.

Sec. 7-15-3

Permitted Zones.

All Off-Premise Billboards must be located in those zoned areas where such use is permitted under applicable zoning laws but in no event shall Off-Premise Billboards be located in anything other than C-1 Commercial, C-2 Commercial and M-1 Industrial zones. This Chapter specifically excludes the construction and/or use of Off-Premise Billboards in the areas commonly known as the University of Wisconsin Arboretum or within a permanently protected green space area.

Sec. 7-15-4

Size of Signs.

(a)
The maximum area of any one face of an Off-Premise Billboard shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet excluding the base or apron, trim supports or other structural elements.

(b)
Size may be Back-to-Back or V-type Billboards with not more than one (1) face to each facing and such structures should be considered as one (1) Off-Premise Billboard.

Sec. 7-15-5

Height of Off-Premise Billboard.

(a)
An Off-Premise Billboard shall maintain a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet measured from the ground level to the base of the sign.

(b)
An Off-Premise Billboard shall have a maximum height not to exceed thirty-five (35) feet above grade level to the roadway to the top of the sign face, as measured from the centerline of the roadway to which the sign is oriented.

Sec. 7-15-6

Spacing for Off-Premises Billboards.

(a)
No Off-Premise Billboard may be established within three hundred (300) feet of any other Off-Premise Billboard, measured along the same side of the street or highway to which the sign is oriented.

(b)
The minimum distance between Off-Premise Billboards shall be measured along the nearest edge of the pavement between points directly opposite the center of the signs along each side of the highway and shall apply to the structures located on the same side of the same street or highway.

Sec. 7-15-7

Setback Requirements.

(a)
A minimum setback of five (5) feet is required from the front line for any off-premise Billboard, regardless of zone.

(b)
In no case shall any portion of an Off-Premise Billboard overhang into or be placed in the public right-of-way, unless allowed by the Town. An Off-Premise Billboard may overhang into property on which it exists up to the point of the public right-of-way or adjacent public or private property.

Sec. 7-15-8

Lighting and Maintenance.

(a)
Signs which contain or are illuminated by any flashing, intermittent or moving light or lights shall be prohibited.

(b)
Signs must be effectively shielded to prevent beams or rays from being directed toward any portion of the traveled ways, and must not be of such intensity or brilliance to cause glare or impair the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle or otherwise interfere with any driver's operation of a motor vehicle.

(c)
No Off-Premise Billboard shall be so illuminated that it interferes with the effectiveness of or obscures an official traffic sign, device or signal, or mimics that official traffic sign in any way.

(d)
All Off-Premise Billboards within the jurisdiction of this Chapter shall remain in a state of proper maintenance. Proper maintenance shall be the absence of loose materials including peeling paint, paper or other material, prevention of excessive rust, the prevention of excessive vibration or shaking, and the maintenance of the original structural integrity of the sign, frame and other supports, its mounting, and all components thereof.

Sec. 7-15-9

Application for Permit.

All Off-Premise Billboards must be authorized with a permit. An application for a permit to construct and maintain an Off-Premise Billboard on a highway maintained by the Town and therefore a highway in which the Town is the maintaining authority shall be made in writing to the Town Board on an application form prepared by the Town. The fee shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). The Town reserves the right to deny any application if the proposed Off-Premise Billboard substantially obstructs an existing On-Premise Signs(s).

Sec. 7-15-10

Enforcement.

(a)
Before the initial application for a permit issued under this Chapter is denied, permittee 
shall have an opportunity to be heard before the Town Board.

(b)
Any person or persons, firm, company or corporation, or other legal entity, owner, occupant or other user of an Off-Premise Billboard, who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses to comply with or resists enforcement of any of the provisions of this 

Chapter shall be subject to a forfeiture of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), nor more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) and costs. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense. Compliance herewith may be enforced by injunctional order by a court of competent jurisdiction. It shall not be necessary to prosecute for forfeiture before resorting to injunctional proceedings.

