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Sec. 10-2-1

State Electrical Code Adopted.

(a)
Chapter COMM Ch. 24, Wis. Adm. Code, is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this Chapter and shall apply to the construction and inspection of new one- and two-family dwellings.

(b)
Subject to the exceptions set forth in this Chapter, the Electric Code, Volume 1, and rules of Electrical Code, Volume 2, COMM 16 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code are hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this Chapter and shall apply to all buildings.

Sec. 10-2-2

Access to Buildings.

The Electrical Inspector and his/her authorized agents shall have the power and authority at all reasonable times, for any proper purpose, to enter upon any public or private premises and make inspections thereof, and to require production permit of any electrical work, or to require license therefore. No person shall interfere with or refuse entrance to said inspector while in the performance of his/her duties.

Sec. 10-2-3

Authority to Discontinue Electric Operation.

When any electrical wiring or equipment is found by the Electrical Inspector to be dangerous to person or property because it is defective, defectively installed, or not installed according to applicable codes, the person responsible for the electrical wiring or equipment shall be notified in writing and shall make any changes, alterations, or repairs required, in the judgment of the 

Electrical Inspector, to place such wiring or equipment in safe condition. If such work is not completed within the period specified by the Electrical Inspector in the notice, the Electrical Inspector shall have the authority to order the disconnection of electrical service, and the wiring or equipment shall not be re-energized until written permission is obtained from the Electrical Inspector.

Sec. 10-2-4

Board of Electrical Examiners.

(a)
There is hereby created a Board of Electrical Examiners, which Board shall consist of the Electrical Inspector and two (2) journeymen electricians having each had at least six (6) years of experience as a journeyman electrician in Dane County. The Electrical Inspector shall be the chairman of this Board.

(b)
The Board of Electrical Examiners shall be appointed by the Town Board within two (2) weeks of the April election in odd numbered years. Their terms of office shall begin immediately upon appointment and shall be for two (2) years, self-succeeding or until their successors are appointed and confirmed. Vacancies shall be filled in a like manner for the unexpired term. Examiners shall be appointed on successive years so as to alternate on the Board.

(c)
The Board of Electrical Examiners shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for procedure of its investigations and hearings, and shall keep a file of its minutes in the office of Electrical Inspector. The presence of two (2) members shall constitute a quorum. The Board of Electrical Examiners may recommend to the Town Board such new legislation as may be considered necessary.

(d)
The Board of Electrical Examiners shall have authority to determine the suitability of alternate material or equipment, and to permit deviations from the provisions of the Electrical Code if it appears that such provisions or interpretations of the Wisconsin Department of Commerce do not cover the point raised or that a manifest injustice will be done. Any action of the Board of Electrical Examiners varying the application of this Code must meet with the concurrence of the Town Board and by a concurring vote of at least two (2) members and be issued in writing.

(e)
Any person whose application for an electrical permit has been refused or who may consider that the provisions of the Electrical Code do ~not cover the point raised in connection with the work contemplated by him, or that any particular provision would cause a manifest injury to be done to him, may appeal to the Board of Electrical Examiners by filing written notice with the Electrical Inspector. Such notices shall be at once transmitted to the Board of Electrical Examiners, which shall arrange for a hearing on the particular point raised. Such hearing shall be held within ten (10) days of the filing date, and the decision of the Board shall be given within (20) days after the first serving of notice. The person appealing shall attach to such appeal notice the applicable filing fee, which shall be payable to the Town Treasurer.

(f)
The Board of Electrical Examiners may issue licenses to any person holding a comparable license issued by a state, city, village or town having similar requirements for testing and qualifications, upon presenting evidence that such license is in force and effect, or on presenting other evidence of competency, and upon filing a bond as provided for in Section 10-2-4, provided that the originating state, city, village or town reciprocates 

in recognizing electrical licenses issued by the Town of Madison and charges substantially the same license or registration fees.

(g)
The Board of Electrical Examiners shall prepare and conduct the examinations and authorize the granting of electrical licenses.

Sec. 10-2-5

Electrical License Requirements.

(a)
License Requirements. No person shall conduct the business of electrical wiring, maintenance, construction (either inside or outside), or contracting, either as a master electrician or contracting electing electrician, unless that person shall have a valid license as required by this Chapter, and no electrical work except minor repair work as defined in Section 10-2-6(5), shall be done by a person not having such license unless as prescribed as follows. The Electrical Inspector may, however, issue a permit to the owner only for a single-family residence, which he/she and his/her immediate family solely occupy, if the person desiring the permit can prove that he/she is competent to do such work in conform​ity with all rules and regulations governing installation of electrical wiring in residences, and the person shall pay the same electrical permit fees as required of electrical contractors under this Chapter. Nothing herein provided shall apply to servicing of electrical appliances by the manufacturer.

(b)
Renewal. Every license shall expire on June 30 following the date of its issue, and may be renewed upon payment to the Town Treasurer of the renewal fee not later than June 15 of the year in which the license expires. Should any person fail to renew his/her license by July 1 of the year in which the license expires, he/she will be required to make application for and take the examination for a new license in the same manner as a new applicant before a new license will be issued. Temporary licenses shall not be issued.

(c)
Qualifications. Any person making application for a license must have had at least four (4) years of practical experience in executing or supervising electrical lighting and power installations within buildings, and shall give references or affidavits of proof of same. The Board of Electrical Examiners shall determine whether such experience has been sufficiently practical.

(d)
How Obtained.
(1)
Examinations for licenses shall be given by the Board of Electrical Examiners on the first Monday of each month, and temporary licenses shall not be issued. Examination for these licenses may be given at other times as designated by the Board. Any person desiring license shall make application therefore to the Board of Electrical Examiners at least thirty (30) days prior to the date on which the examination is to be held.

(2)
The application fee shall accompany the application for a license.

(3)
Application forms may be obtained from the Town Clerk.

(4)
The Board of Electrical Examiners shall upon being satisfied as to the competency of the applicant and upon payment by the applicant to the Town Treasurer of the license fee as stipulated, issue to such applicant a license authorizing him/her to conduct the business of electrical wiring and construction. The examination application fee shall constitute payment for the balance of the license year.

(5)
If the applicant for a license fails in his/her examination, he/she may write the examination the next time it is given, but if he/she fails to pass again, he/she must wait one year before he/she may again make application to take the examination.

(e)
Restrictions.

(1)
It shall be unlawful for any person with a license to allow the use of his/her license, directly or indirectly, for the purposes of obtaining local permits for others, except that a person with a license may lawfully obtain permits for corporations or firms who are actively engaged in the electrical contracting business with a recognized business location, provided that the person is permanently employed by the firm or corporation on a full-time basis and in a supervisory position.

(2)
In the event that any person holding a license shall terminate his/her connection with an electrical wiring and construction firm, association or corporation which has been in continuous operation within the Town for a period of one (1) year or more and there is no other person in the firm, association or corporation, or employed full-time by it, who is licensed under the provisions of this Chapter to conduct the business of electrical wiring and contracting, the Electrical Inspector shall, upon application continue to issue electrical permits to that firm, association or corporation until the next regular examination period. At the time, some other member or full-time employee of the firm, association or corporation must apply for a license to conduct the business of electrical wiring and contracting, according to the provisions of this Chapter. In the event that the applicant fails to obtain the license, then the firm, association or corporation shall employ an electrician licensed to conduct the business of electrical wiring and contracting within the period of thirty (30) days after the applicant for license has been notified of his/her failure to meet the license requirements. If any work done by such firm, association or corporation pursuant to permits issued by the Electrical Inspector shall fail to meet all requirements of Town ordinances and the regulations of the State of Wisconsin, the Electrical Inspector shall cease to issue permits to the firm, association or corporation until some member or full-time permanent employee of such firm, association or corporation shall have obtained a license to conduct the business of electrical wiring and contracting in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.

(f)
Inactive License. A person, either as an individual or as a member or officer of a firm, or as an officer or employee holding a license, may apply for inactive status classification if the following conditions are satisfied:

(1)
The person must qualify by examination and pay the required fee for one (1) year on the basis of an active license.

(2)
After one (1) year, the licensee may establish an inactive status if he/she is not actively engaged in the business of electrical contracting, wiring, installing, or pairing electrical equipment, or where more than one (1) person holds an active license for the firm.

(3)
Inactive status shall not be maintained for more than four (4) continuous years.

(4)
An inactive licensee may activate his/her license at any time by paying to the Town Treasurer the difference of the annual renewal fee.

(g)
Revocation of License.

(1)
Any license may be revoked by the Board of Electrical Examiners, should the licensee violate any ordinance or law relating to electrical wiring or this Chapter. Any person whose license shall have been revoked shall wait one (1) year before he/she may make application in the same manner as a new applicant to take the examination pursuant to Subsection (c).

(2)
No license shall be revoked except by a majority vote of the Board of Electrical Examiners at a hearing, and no license shall be revoked unless the licensee has been notified in writing of the charges against him/her at least ten (10) days before the meeting. The licensee shall have the right to appear before the Board of Electrical Examiners to answer the charges, and present testimony in his/her defense.

(h)
Application fee. The fee for a new applicant for an electrical license shall be Thirty-five Dollars ($35.00), except the fee for license issued under Section 10-2-4(f) shall be Twenty Dollars ($20.00).

Sec. 10-2-6

Electrical Permit Required.

(a)
Permit Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, alter or change any electrical installation, work or wiring, except minor repair work as defined in Subsection (b) of this Section, until a permit has been obtained from the Electrical Inspector by a person properly licensed as set forth in Section 10-2-5. The application for an electrical permit shall describe the proposed installation or work and give the location of the premises where the same is to be placed. No permit shall be issued unless satisfactory proof is furnished to the Electrical Inspector that the applicant has been employed to perform the work or installation and will be responsible for the performance thereof in the manner required by ordinance and by law. The fees for such permit shall be paid when application is made. All applications for permits shall be signed by the license holder.

(b)
Minor Repair Work. “Minor repair work” shall be construed to mean the replacement of broken or defective sockets, snap, push or toggle switches, convenience outlets, lighting fixtures and portable electrical appliances.

(c)
Application Forms. The Electrical Inspector shall furnish the license holder with application forms to be submitted upon application for the permit and payment of fees.

(d)
Annual Permits. Any public or private institution employing a person carrying a license may elect to take out an annual permit in lieu of regular permits required by this Chapter for the purpose of repair or alteration of equipment in or on building structures or premises owed or occupied by the institution or plant. The annual permit shall be issued upon payment of an annual fee as provided in Section 10-2-8. Increases in electrical load shall be considered as new installations and separate additional permits shall be obtained for such alterations, additions or new installations that would increase the electrical load.

(e)
Annual Permit Option. Any public or private institution or industrial plant electing to employ an electrical contractor in lieu of full-time maintenance personnel to perform repairs and maintenance of electrical equipment in or about buildings or structures owned or occupied by the institution or plant shall be allowed the same election for annual permits as provided in above paragraph provided that the name of the contractor 

providing such service is on file with the electrical inspector. In the event of the termination of the employment of the contractor, the Electrical Inspector shall be notified of the name of the new contractor or properly licensed employee prior to any additional work being performed under the annual permit. The Electrical Inspector must also be notified when the continuous contract method is terminated.

(f)
Annual Permit inspections. Work performed under annual permits shall be inspected at regular intervals not exceeding six (6) months. It shall be the responsibility of the person, firm, or corporation to provide the Inspector with a list of all new installations, alterations, or repairs which may have affected the electrical system.

(g)
Exception. In the event of any emergency occurring at night or days when the Electrical Inspector is not available when the immediate initiation of work is necessary for the prevention of fire or protection of health or property, such necessary work may be done without previously obtaining a permit number provided the required number is obtained on the morning of the first business day following the start of such work and application and fees follow within ten (10) days.

Sec. 10-2-7

Electrical Inspections.

(a)
It shall be unlawful to connect the electrical wiring and equipment of any building or mobile home to any electrical supply lines or to turn on the current, unless a certificate of

inspection has been issued by the Electrical Inspector. It shall be the duty of the electrical utility supplying electrical service to any building or mobile home to secure a copy of the certificate of inspection from the Electrical Inspector before supplying service to such building or mobile home.

(b)
Upon the completion of roughed in wiring, before sheathing or covering any wiring from view, it shall be the duty of the firm, person, or corporation doing same to notify the Electrical Inspector, who shall inspect the installation within 24 hours of the time such notice is given and give his/her approval if the Electrical Permit is satisfied as to the materials and workmanship. When the wiring is completed, another inspection shall be made and fees paid before the Electrical Inspector shall order the current turned on. If convenient to the Inspector and such person installing and wiring, extra inspections may be made as work progresses on wiring on large or more' extensive., installations.- The cost of such extra inspections shall be paid by the person requesting such extra inspections. If the installation is found to be in compliance with the provisions of this Chapter the Electrical Inspector shall issue a certificate of inspection authorizing connection to the electrical service and the turning on of the electrical service and the turning on of the current. All wires which are to be concealed shall be inspected before the concealment, and no other craft shall cover up or conceal such wires until the installation has been inspected and approved and officially tagged to this effect by the Electrical Inspector.

(c)
No certificate of inspection shall be issued by the Electrical Inspector unless the electrical wiring and equipment for light, power, heat, or other similar purposes is safe both with respect to life and fire hazard, and is in strict conformity with the ordinances of the Town, the statutes of the State of Wisconsin, and the administrative rules or orders of the Wisconsin Department of Commerce of the State of Wisconsin adopted by this Chapter 

by reference.

(d)
A copy of the final certificate of inspection shall be kept on file by the office of the Electrical Inspector.

Sec. 10-2-8

Regulation of Sale of Electrical Appliances.

It shall be unlawful for any contractor, dealer, individual, firm or corporation to 'offer for sale in the Town any electrical appliances, apparatus, or materials which do not bear the seal, stamp, or identification of a testing firm or laboratory recognized by the town, which tests to published standards.

Sec. 10-2-9

Enforcement and Penalties.

(a)
Penalties for violations of this Chapter and enforcement actions shall be as provided for in Section 10- 1-20. In addition to the penalty provided for violations of this Chapter, a penalty equal to the permit fee will be charged for failure to notify the Electrical Inspector and obtain a permit number before work is started, except in cases of emergency, and such penalty, together with the permit fees, shall be paid to the Town Treasurer before any further permits may be issued to the person doing such work

(b)
The payment of such doubled fees shall not relieve any person from fully complying with all of the regulations of this Chapter, not from any other penalties prescribed in this Code of Ordinances.

Sec. 10-2-10

Electrical Permit Fee Schedule.

The -fee schedule for electrical permits shall be as established by resolution of the Town Board.

